
To find more bilingual teachers, California needs to cast
a wider net

APRIL 20, 2022 | ZAIDEE STAVELY

A fter years of prioritizing English-only classes for students who spoke other languages at

home, California is now pushing to expand bilingual programs for all students. But the

state has a huge hurdle: It needs more bilingual teachers.

In part, the low number of bilingual teachers is a lingering legacy of Proposition 227, which

voters passed in 1998 and then repealed in 2016repealed in 2016repealed in 2016repealed in 2016repealed in 2016. Proposition 227 required English learners to

be taught in English-only classrooms unless their parents signed a waiver.

“As soon as Prop. 227 passed, a lot of higher education programs stopped offering bilingual

credentials, especially in public institutions,” said Magaly Lavadenz, professor of English
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learner research and executive director of the Center for Equity for English Learners at

Loyola Marymount University.

Today, only 42 of 80 teacher preparation programs in the state offer bilingual authorizations –

a specialization in addition to the general teaching credential. The number of teachersteachersteachersteachersteachers

receiving bilingual authorizationsreceiving bilingual authorizationsreceiving bilingual authorizationsreceiving bilingual authorizationsreceiving bilingual authorizations in California has grown some each year since 2016, but

districts still struggle to find bilingual teachers, and demand is growing as more schools plan

to open more bilingual programs.

“We are looking for teachers in the wrong places. We’re not going

to find the number of teachers that we need at universities. We

need to find these folks in our communities,” said Guillermo

Castillo, director of Future Educator Support.

A new bill, Assembly Bill 1701Assembly Bill 1701Assembly Bill 1701Assembly Bill 1701Assembly Bill 1701, would fund a program for California State University

campuses to recruit and retain college professors for bilingual authorization programs. The

CSU system issues about 45% of teaching credentials. About 49% of credentials are issued by

private colleges. The University of California system provides 6%. Another bill, Assembly BillAssembly BillAssembly BillAssembly BillAssembly Bill

24652465246524652465, would pay for preparing and credentialing 500 new bilingual teachers.

Some experts say the state needs not only to expand the number of programs that offer

bilingual teaching authorizations, but also to encourage current teachers who teach only in

English to be trained in bilingual education and to recruit new potential teachers.

“We are looking for teachers in the wrong places. We’re not going to find the number of

teachers that we need at universities. We need to find these folks in our communities,” said

Guillermo Castillo, director of Future Educator Support, a program of the Butte County

Office of Education.

Future Educator Support helps people who already work in education, like bus drivers,

cafeteria workers and teacher’s aides to get their teaching credential and, for those who are
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bilingual, their bilingual authorization, with funding from the California Classified School

Employee Teacher Credentialing Program.

Ed’d Luna Bhagwandeen was working as a school library media specialist and thought their

dream of becoming a teacher was far out of reach, when they heard of this program. After

college, Bhagwandeen was discouraged by the credentialing process.

“When I tried to do it on my own, there were all these different tests, and hours that you had

to meet. I was like, ‘How do people do this when they’re working to survive?’ It became

further and further away from being feasible,” Bhagwandeen said.

With the help of Future Educator Support, Bhagwandeen was able to take the classes and

tests needed to get a teaching credential with a bilingual authorization from San Diego State

University and is now working as a teacher on special assignment at Centralia Elementary

School District, teaching children Spanish and helping organize a dual-language program that

will open next year.

Bhagwandeen says the impact of bilingual education is clear. Parents say that their children

now attempt to speak to their grandparents when they hadn’t before. Students say, “This class

has helped me. I know I’m bilingual now.” To Bhagwandeen, who has family roots in Mexico

and whose grandfather was prohibited from speaking Spanish at school when growing up,

this is particularly significant.

“At a time when we’re so isolated during Covid, them finding an appreciation of themselves

and feeling good about themselves is super important,” Bhagwandeen said. “I know that I’m

doing the kind of work I want to be doing.”

Offering personalized support for getting through all the requirements for a bilingual

authorization is crucial, said Future Educator Support administrator Holly Harding.

“The thing they report so often is that our program feels like familia. They can reach out to

us at any time of day. We meet on weekends, we meet at night, we meet early in the morning.

We individualize our support to them, and they love that,” Harding said. “They feel they can

be vulnerable with us. Many are English learners themselves. We help them to overcome
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language barriers, financial barriers, just self-doubt, no matter what it is that they are feeling

is a barrier to getting their credential.”

Many potential bilingual teachers have not even considered the possibility, said Guadalupe

Díaz-Lara, who teaches child and adolescent studies at CSU Fullerton. She said many of her

students want to be teachers, and the vast majority are bilingual in Spanish and English, but

they are not aware of the possibility of getting a bilingual credential or working in bilingual

education. Díaz-Lara believes that is partly because they attended English-only programs

themselves.

“They acknowledge the impact of having those experiences in school where their home

language wasn’t valued,” Díaz-Lara said. “They are definitely passionate about working with

minority families. A lot of them want to go back to their communities and give back to their

communities, but they don’t know that bilingual education is an option for them.”

“I wanted to be a teacher, but I hadn’t really considered being a

bilingual teacher. I know Spanish, but I didn’t really consider it

as an asset or a tool,” said Alejandra Silva.

This was the case for Alejandra Silva, another graduate of the Future Educator Support

program, who received her credential from San Diego State and now teaches in a dual-

language program at Escondido Union School District. She was finishing her bachelor’s

degree and working as a school speech therapist aide when she found out about the classified

employee grant program.

“I wanted to be a teacher, but I hadn’t really considered being a bilingual teacher. I know

Spanish, but I didn’t really consider it as an asset or a tool. I just knew that bilingual

education had kind of fallen off but didn’t really look into why or realize that it was coming

back,” Silva said.

Lavadenz said schools should begin encouraging students to become bilingual teachers,

beginning before they graduate from high school.
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“We need to make teaching overall a desirable, important and valuable career. We need to do

more promotion of that in K-12 and in the public sector,” Lavadenz said. “We need a tuneup.”

In addition, many teachers who currently teach in English are in fact bilingual and could

receive a bilingual authorization with the right support.

The  Bilingual Teacher Professional Development ProgramBilingual Teacher Professional Development ProgramBilingual Teacher Professional Development ProgramBilingual Teacher Professional Development ProgramBilingual Teacher Professional Development Program, which began in 2018 and endedendedendedendedended

in 2021,in 2021,in 2021,in 2021,in 2021, helped prepare about 350 teachers for bilingual credentials, according to the

California Department of Education. After the program ended, some school districts,

particularly smaller ones, are struggling to prepare more teachers.

“We’re still being asked by our districts, especially those that are building up their bilingual

programs, ‘Can you help us?’” said Martha Martinez, director of research and evaluation at

SEAL, a nonprofit organization that provides training and assistance to help elementary

schools and preschools across the state implement strong bilingual programs.

Some school districts have partnered with colleges themselves to set up residency programs

where students work in classrooms as student teachers for a full year, while they get their

credential. One such district is Oak Grove Unified, in San Jose, which has partnered with San

Jose State University. Both student-teachers and the teachers working with them take classes

with SEAL on best practices for bilingual education.

“The mentor teachers are expressing they’re learning so much going through the courses

themselves. The student teachers are expressing they’re so prepared to step into the

classroom,” said Jennifer Diehl, director of innovation and strategic design at SEAL.

To get more reports like this one, click hereclick hereclick hereclick hereclick here to sign up for EdSource’s no-cost daily email on

latest developments in education.
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I liked the sentence in your article that states: we need to look in our communities. In 1996 CSULB

partnered with the Secretaria de Educación in Mexico, and the Mexican Consulate in Los Ángeles to offer a

unique program to certify bilingual teachers. The 30 participants who participated were former teachers in

Mexico who now lived in Los Ángeles. They could not teach in CA because they lacked CA requirements to

teach … Read More

24 hours ago

 Maria S Quezada 

If you look at majority of teachers, most of them are bilingual and been though all those education for

credential is not enough. How much do we apply about RICA to elementary teaching job?

1 day ago

Betty 

Language immersion programs have a lot of value for the cost. No need for special facilities though the

main issue is adding kids later to replace those that leave the program. Also many dual immersion

programs are K-6 only and don’t follow into junior or senior high.

2 days ago

Jim 

I think this is very good, but where are the programs to assist with schooling and tests for the African

Americans that want to be teachers? I have gotten halfway through my special ed courses to be put on

hold until I could pass the CSETs. I have two master's degrees, but still struggling with the test. Then I was

told I can’t complete my program courses until I pass. That was a waste of … Read More

2 days ago

 Alisa 

I am credentialed bilingual teacher who was lucky to get a BCLAD when it was being offered in the year

2000. Great program! After a few years of working in San Francisco when the cost of living skyrocketed, I

left to teach abroad (also with bilingual students), get more experience, travel, and save some money. In

2 days ago

 Brenda Covarrubias 
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mid-May I will moving back to California. I have been contacting districts and filled out several applications

on EdJoin. … Read More

Reduce the RICA and CALTPA It doesn’t identify your work experience and diversity.

2 days ago

Mart 

California is a state that asks so many things of teachers – bilingual, CBEST, CSET, Credential, RICA, and so

on for little pay, barely any housing support for teachers. We all know California is an expensive state to

survive in, where one teacher’s income will be hardly be enough to live on; if they have a family, where is

the time for to do all that the state requires?

2 days ago

Betty 

Bilingual education deprives English speakers of education they are due.

2 days ago

Adam McMeans 

No one needed ESL in the 1950’s when millions arrived from Europe after the war. I went to school with

dozens of students who had no English at home. They assimilated quickly without this colossal waste of

time and money.

1 day ago

Richard 

ERASE STATE BORDERS for teaching licenses after a base credential standard is met.

2 days ago

Melissa V Rentchler 
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