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SEAL Mission

To prepare all English 
Language and Dual 
Language Learners in 
California to learn, 
thrive and lead.
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Who is in the room?

Raise your hand 
as your role in 
early education 
is called out

Preschool Teacher
TK Teacher

Support Personnel
Administrator

Parent/ Family Member
Other

What LOTEs are part of your programs?
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Purposes
For both language other than English(LOTE)/home language & English:

Highlight the foundational importance of oral language for all children, 
especially Dual Language Learners

Understand what is meant by “rich, complex, precise language” and the 
various roles adults play in developing young children’s oral language

Elevate the use of thematic instruction to support children’s content 
knowledge & language development 

Introduce a set of key instructional practices & strategies that promote 
oral language and get children talking!
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Resource Page
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California English Learner Roadmap
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Resource Page 

California English Learner Roadmap



SEAL.org  | ©SEAL 2023-2024

Research on Preventing the Creation of 
Long-Term English Learners
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Supporting 
Young Children 
to Develop Oral, 

Complex, 
Precise 

Language

Get the 
children talking 

& using the 
language!

Meeting the Language Needs of DLLs
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Language Development Skills

• Use language with increasingly complex words & sentences to 
communicate ideas or to describe people, objects or events

• Engage in multiple-exchange, focused conversations
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Función del adulto en el 
apoyo del desarrollo de 
lenguaje oral

Roles of Adult in 
Supporting Oral
Language Development / 
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Group Discussion

¿Cuáles son los múltiples 
papeles que desempeña en 
el desarrollo del lenguaje 
oral de los niños?

What are the multiple roles 
you play in developing 
children’s oral language?
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Language 
Model

Questioner & 
Prompter

NarratorVocabulary 
Teacher

Talking about 
Books

Partnering 
with Families

Roles of Adult
Supporting Oral 

Language Development

Coach /
Facilitator

Conversationalist
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Resource Page - Self-Reflection Tool
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Enseñanza de
vocabulario y de
lenguaje académico y
complejo

Teaching Complex
Academic Vocabulary
& Language  
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Why Thematic Instruction?

Provides rich context

Gives language purpose

Engages children in complex 
thinking & sophisticated use of 
language

REQUIRES INTENTIONAL PLANNING!
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Steps to Intentional Planning

1. Determine Theme
2. Identify Learning Foundations / Content Standards
3. Build Your Background Knowledge
4. Identify Language of the Unit
5. Plan Instructional Practices & Strategies
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Theme

Cross-Curric
ular Application

Valuable to Know

DepthResources

Interesting

Experiential Learning

Teacher Passion
Family Partnership

#1 Determine Theme

INSECTS
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#2 Identify Learning Foundations / Content 
Standards

Life Science: Properties & Characteristics of Living Things

1.1 Identify characteristics of a greater variety of animals & 
plants & demonstrate an increased ability to categorize them.

1.2 Indicate greater knowledge of body parts & processes in 
humans & other animals.

Life Science: From Molecules to Organisms: Structures & 
Processes

K-LS1-1 Use observations to describe patterns of what plants 
& animals (including humans) need to survive. 
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#3 Build Background Knowledge
English LOTE
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#4 Identify Language of the Unit

Language Related to 
the Content

Language to Interact 
& Participate

Target Language & English
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¿Qué tipo de lenguaje 
se necesita para hablar 
del contenido?

What type of language 
is needed to talk about 
the content?

Group Discussion
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INSECTOSHORMIGAMARIQUITA LIBÉLULA MARIABEJA MOSCA

CARACTERÍSTICAS

rojo y negrorayas

Pequeño/a alas

puntos brilloso

ACCIONESvuela

zumba pica salta

rastrea HABITÁT en las 
plantascerca del 

agua

dentro de 
colmenas

colorido suave

oval

tórax

enjambra

sobrevuelapoliniza

aleteatransforma
sobre el 

agua debajo de 
las hojas

alrededor 
de 

troncos
en el jardín

Language Related to the Content
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Language to Interact & Participate
La/ el __ es __. 
La/ el __ tiene __. 
La/ el ___ puede __ y __. 
The __ is __.
The __ has ___.
The ____  can __ and __.

Descripción/ Description

La/ el __ y la/ el __ ambas/os tienen __. 
Ambos/os las/los _____ y las/los _____ tienen _.
La/ el __ tiene __ mientras que la / el __ tiene __.
La/ el __ es __ , sin embargo la/ el __ es __.
The __ and the __ both have __.
_____ and _____ both ______
A __ has __ while a __ has __.
The __ is __, however, the __ is __.

Comparar y contrastar/ 
Compare & Contrast
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Prompts for Video
• ¿Qué nota sobre cómo los niños 

usan el lenguaje oral? 
• ¿Cómo establece, apoya y fomenta 

la maestra el desarrollo del 
lenguaje oral?

• What do you notice about how 
children are using oral language?

• How does the teacher set up, 
scaffold and support oral language 
development?
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Video
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Group Discussion
• ¿Como cabe la idea de ser más intencional con el 

lenguaje en su propia planificación? 
• Normalmente, usted planea de esta manera? Si 

no es así, cómo le puede ayudar el Muro de 
Lenguaje para planear?

• How does this idea of being intentional about 
language fit into your own planning?

• Do you typically do this kind of planning? If not, 
how do you see the Language Wall helping with 
planning?
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Meeting the Language Needs of DLLs

Access to Content
& Language Related to 

Content
• Hands-on, Tangible 

Experiences
• Visuals & Realia
• Gestures
• Repetition 
• Labeling

Opportunities to 
Interact & Participate

& Use Language
• Socio-Emotional Needs
• Process Content & 

Tasks

English & Target Language
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#5 Plan Instructional Strategies & Practices

Dibujar, decir y rotular
Draw, Tell, & Label

Cantos sobre materias
Chants & Songs

Organizadores gráficos
Graphic Organizers

Conexiones de Hogar y escuela y Proyectos en familia
Home-School Connections & Family Projects
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STRATEGY

Dibujar, decir y rotular

Draw, Tell & Label 
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Video: Draw, Tell, & Label
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Direct teaching of high-level 
vocabulary & concepts
• brain compatible
• makes it comprehensible

Teacher models language

Children get to practice

Draw, Tell, 
& Label
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Simple More Complex

Draw, Tell, & Label
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Information matches headings on Planning Grid
Key Points
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Providing Access to Content & Language
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Providing Access to Content & Language
Week 1 Week 2 or 3
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Cross-Language Connections
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STRATEGY: 

Cantos sobre materias

Content-based Chants 
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Why Chants and Songs?

Children love singing & chanting

Practice content vocabulary in 
context

Oral patterning & repetition 
make information retrievable

Develops young children’s 
phonemic awareness
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Content-Based Chants & Songs
3 - 5 chants / songs per theme
• pick familiar tunes

• embed concepts & vocabulary 

• make sure the rhythm works

• developmentally appropriate length

• think about gestures you’ll use
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Twinkle, twinkle little star.

How I wonder what you are.

Up above the world so high.

Like a diamond in the sky.

Twinkle twinkle little star.

How I wonder what you are.

Start with Familiar Tune
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Insects All Around
Original Author Unknown
Tune: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star

Ladybugs and butterflies,
Buzzing bees up in the sky.
Teeny, tiny little ants,
Crawling up and down the plants.
Many insects can be found,
In the air and on the ground.

Content-Based Chants & Songs
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Las abejas
Por Araceli Fonseca y Patricia Montes Pate   Melodía: De colores
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Cross-Language Connections



SEAL.org  | ©SEAL 2023-2024

Resource – Here, There Chant Templates
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STRATEGY:

Organizadores gráficos

Graphic Organizers
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Tree Map- Description
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Tree Map- Description
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Categorical 
Matrix –
Compare 
and 
Contrast
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Compare and Contrast – Venn Diagram 

honey
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Quantification – Column Charts 
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Cross-Language Connections
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STRATEGY:

Conexiones entre Hogar-escuela 
y Proyectos en familia

Home-School Connections & 
Family Projects 
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Home-School Connections & 
Family Projects
1- 2 Family Conversations / Home-School Connection & 
1 Family Project per unit
• Translate prompts & instructions

Keep projects simple 
• Provide materials 
• Support with printing 
• Be flexible with completion date
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Conexiones entre Hogar-escuela
Home-School Connections
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Conexiones entre Hogar-escuela
Home-School Connections 
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Proyectos en familia/Family Projects
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¿Con cuál de estas estrategias 
experimentará en las próximas tres 
semanas?
• Planificación intencional de              

Lenguaje relacionado con una  
Unidad

• Dibujar, decir y rotular
• Cantos y canciones
• Organizadores gráficos
• Conexiones de Casa-Hogar y

Proyectos en Familia

Group Discussion

Which strategy will you 
experiment with in the next 
three weeks?
• Intentional Planning of Language 

related to a Unit
• Draw, Tell, & Label
• Chants & Songs
• Graphic Organizers
• Home-School Connections & 

Family Projects
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www.SEAL.org | @SEALedEquity

Resource Page

http://www.seal.org/
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¡Gracias!  Thank You! 


