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What are the benefits of building 
oral language, vocabulary, and 
background knowledge in a 
student’s home language?

Patricia Montes Pate
Program Manager, SEAL
The Reading League Summit: March 25, 2023
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Scarborough’s Reading Rope



SEAL.org  | ©SEAL 2023-2024

Scarborough’s Reading Rope



SEAL.org  | ©SEAL 2023-2024

Research on English Language Learners
Oral language is the foundation for literacy

Building oral language needs to be an essential 
aspect of literacy instruction – in both home 
language & in English

Literacy is best developed initially in the strongest 
language

Literacy in the home language benefits literacy in 
English
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VIDEO – visit our SEAL YouTube @SEALedEquity 
https://youtu.be/QonwJ7tqCiU
(1 minute & 14 seconds)  

Example of developing language & content 
knowledge in L1 in an early learning classroom

https://youtu.be/QonwJ7tqCiU
https://youtu.be/QonwJ7tqCiU
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Cross Language Connections
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Benefits of Multilingualism
Cognitive – greater control over executive 

functioning of the brain, stronger working 
memories & attention spans, higher 
multitasking abilities, increased intellectual 
flexibility

Educational – strong academic outcomes, 
higher metalinguistic abilities & abstract 
thinking skills, more likely to attend college

Economic – greater job opportunities & 
earning potential

Sociocultural – understanding of other world 
cultures, increased empathy development, 
strong sense of identity & connection to 
family & culture OELA, Office of English Language Acquisition
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“Why have we normalized that we 
are primarily a monolingual country 
– even though our nation has only 
become more multicultural, more 
interdependent with the rest of the 
world?...It makes no sense! It defies 
what other multilingual countries 
already understand. It defies our 
historical reality as a nation born of 
immigrants. So today, 
reconozcamos que: bilingualism 
and biculturalism is a 
superpower.” Dr. Miguel Cardona

U.S. Secretary of Education
National Association for Bilingual Education Conference, 2/23/23


